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IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship, round 3, Long Beach, USA 

Strong performance of the 911 RSR goes unrewarded 

Stuttgart. After the Porsche 911 RSR celebrated its first win of the IMSA SportsCar 

Championship season at the 12 Hours of Sebring, the situation at Long Beach looked 

just as promising for a long time. At the shortest race of the year on the narrow street 

circuit in California, Earl Bamber (New Zealand) dominated the field until 22 minutes 

before the end of the 100-minute sprint – only to have to park the 510 hp race car from 

Weissach, which he shared with Laurens Vanthoor (Belgium), in the pits with a broken 

suspension. At the wheel of the second 911 RSR fielded by the Porsche GT Team, the 

Sebring winners Patrick Pilet (France) and Nick Tandy (Great Britain) secured sixth 

place in the GTLM class ahead of their teammates.  

 

To the picture-postcard backdrop of sun, sea and palms, which makes Long Beach 

Monte Carlo of the USA, the 911 RSR took off from the front grid row for the first time 

this season. Laurens Vanthoor used this advantage to promptly snatch the lead in lap 

one. He fended off his pursuers repeated attacks to hold on to his spot. After 38 

minutes he handed the #912 Porsche 911 RSR off to Earl Bamber during a safety car 

phase. The New Zealander rejoined the race as second behind a BMW that had pitted 

earlier, and immediately closed the gap to the leader. Putting in an inspired overtaking 

manoeuvre, he recaptured the lead and even managed to pull clear from the rest of 

the strong GTLM field before a damaged suspension forced him into retirement. In the 
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#911 Porsche 911 RSR, Patrick Pilet and Nick Tandy never really regained their stride 

in the race due to various incidents after their first pit stop. 

 

Round four of the IMSA SportsCar Championship is contested on the Mid-Ohio Sports 

Car Course in Lexington in the US state of Ohio on 6 May. 

 
Comments on the race 
Dr Frank-Steffen Walliser, Vice President Motorsport and GT Cars: “This race offered 

everything that spectators like on a street circuit. With our #912 contender, Laurens 

and Earl did everything right. Laurens made a cracking start and immediately took the 

lead. Earl also fought his way back to the front after the pit stop. Both of them drove 

an immaculate race, and also found brilliant solutions to difficult situations during some 

close calls with competitors. For a street race, they were in a very comfortable lead 

when the damage to the suspension, which could have been caused by contact, quite 

possibly cost them the win. That was simply bad luck. The race for the #911 car was 

influenced by a rear-ender. There wasn’t a lot Nick and Patrick could do after that. All 

in all, we can say that the performance of the 911 RSR was good and that the team 

did a great job. We’ll take these positive impressions with us to the next race in Mid-

Ohio.” 

Patrick Pilet (911 RSR #911): “It wasn’t Porsche’s day today. It’s a shame for our 

teammates in the #912 car. They drove a great race but unfortunately weren’t rewarded 

for it. For us the start of the race was pretty hectic. I had a hefty nudge in the second 

corner when everyone suddenly stopped in front of me. Overtaking is really hard on 

this circuit so I wanted to conserve as much fuel as possible. That proved to be the 

right strategy. We had a very short pit stop, but couldn’t make the most of this ad-

vantage because when Nick tried to rejoin the race, he was blocked by a car in front 

of him. Now I’m looking forward to Mid-Ohio.” 

Nick Tandy (911 RSR #911): “When I wanted to leave the pits after our stop, another 

car got in the way. We could have rejoined the field in second place. If this had hap-

pened, the outcome would definitely have been different for us. The additional pit stop 
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that cost us a lap then finished us off.  Still, our 911 RSR was fast and the team, as 

usual, gave us great support.” 

Earl Bamber (911 RSR #912): “Our 911 RSR ran very well on this track. The guys did 

one quick pit stop and we were holding a comfortable lead. But then something went 

wrong with the suspension and that was the end of our race. It’s a shame for the team, 

but such things happen. Now we’ll be back to attack in Mid-Ohio.” 

Laurens Vanthoor (911 RSR # 912): “My start was really good. We’d actually put a 

plan in place this morning because the start in Long Beach is very important due to the 

fact that overtaking is not easy on this narrow racetrack. This plan worked well. At the 

start, I immediately overtook the Ford polesitter and then tried to control the race with-

out risking too much. That worked up until the pit stop. Earl then did a great job until a 

technical defect put the final spoke in the works.”  

  

Race result 
GTLM class 
1. Gavin/Milner (GB/USA), Chevrolet Corvette, 69 laps 

2. Westbrook/Briscoe (GB/USA), Ford GT, 69 

3. Hand/Müller (USA/D), Ford GT, 69 

4. Magnussen/Garcia (DK/E), Chevrolet Corvette, 69 

5. Krohn/Edwards (SF/USA), BMW M8, 69 

6. Tandy/Pilet (GB/F), Porsche 911 RSR, 69 

7. Vanthoor/Bamber (B/NZ), Porsche 911 RSR, 52 

8. Sims/de Phillippi (GB/USA), BMW M8, 37 

 

All results and points standings for the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship 

and the North American Endurance Cup can be found on results.imsa.com. 

 
This is the IMSA SportsCar Championship 
The IMSA SportsCar Championship, a sports car race series contested in the USA and 

Canada, was run in 2014 for the first time. The series was formed from the merger of 

the American Le Mans Series and the Grand-Am Series. Sports prototypes and sports 



Press Release April 14, 2018 
   

Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche Aktiengesellschaft 4 of 4 Public Relations and Press  
Porscheplatz 1  Motorsport 
70435 Stuttgart  Oliver Hilger 
  Tel  +49 (0) 7 11 9 11 – 2 65 
09   
  e-mail  oliver.hilger@porsche.de 

cars start in three different classes: GTLM (GT Le Mans), GTD (GT Daytona) and P 

(Prototype). The Porsche 911 RSR runs in the GTLM class, with the Porsche 911 GT3 

R contesting the GTD class.  
 
 
Please note: Photo and video material of the IMSA SportsCar Championship is available to journalists 
in the Porsche media database at https://presse.porsche.de. You can find the latest information and 
photos regarding Porsche Motorsport, live from racetracks around the world, on the Twitter channel 
@PorscheRaces. The digital Motorsport Media Guide is available on https://presse.porsche.de/mo-
torsport. More content is available at www.newsroom.porsche.com, the Porsche Communications 
service for journalists, bloggers and online multipliers. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


