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Race, IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship, Round 7, Lakeville, USA 

Podium for Porsche at Lime Rock Park in Lakeville/USA 

Stuttgart. Porsche clinched a podium spot at round seven of the IMSA SportsCar 

Championship in Lakeville. The Mid-Ohio winners Laurens Vanthoor from Belgium 

and New Zealander Earl Bamber finished third in the GTLM class with the Porsche 

911 RSR. Driving the sister car, Patrick Pilet from France and Britain’s Nick Tandy, 

the winners of this year’s Sebring 12-hour race, took the flag in fifth place after two 

hours and 40 minutes. Vanthoor and Bamber had been running in second place over 

a long stretch and managed to gradually close the gap to the leader. However, two 

mistakes cost the 510-hp sports car with the starting number 912 valuable time and 

one position. In the overall classification, Porsche still ranks third in the 

manufacturer’s category.  

 

In a summery temperature of 24-degrees Celsius and under slight cloud, thousands 

of fans on the grassy hills surrounding the racetrack in Lime Rock Park in the US 

state of Connecticut witnessed both 911 RSR make a clean start off the line. 

Vanthoor, as the qualifying and start driver, took off from second on the grid at a race 

contested exclusively with GT vehicles. While running in second place, the current 

winner of the Le Mans 24-hour race handed the car off to Bamber, who managed to 

shorten the gap to the leader. However a driving error, which saw Bamber take a 

short detour off the track, and time lost due to a mistake during the second pit stop, 

robbed the #912 car of a possible victory.  

 

Bad luck hampered Pilet and Tandy in Saturday’s race day. Thirty-five minutes 
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before the qualifying session, Pilet slid from the track during the warm-up, and 

slightly damaged the #911. The team managed to swap out the damaged parts, 

however there was not enough time to check the setup of the Porsche 911 RSR. 

Pilet took up the race from eighth on the grid but wasn’t able to make up any 

positions on the narrow racetrack. However, his teammate, Tandy, managed to work 

his way up to fifth place during his stint thanks to the team’s good pit stop strategy 

and an inspired overtaking manoeuvre two minutes before the end of the race.  

 

In the GTD class, Wright Motorsports fielded a Porsche 911 GT3 R at the seventh 

round of the season. Porsche works driver Patrick Long from the USA and Porsche 

Selected Driver Christina Nielsen from Denmark held a promising lead at times but 

ultimately had to settle for eighth place.  

 

Round eight of the IMSA SportsCar Championship is contested on 5 August at Road 

America in Elkhart Lake in the US state of Wisconsin. 
 

Comments after the race 
 
Pascal Zurlinden, Director GT Factory Motorsport: “It was another difficult race for 

us. Our car was constantly competitive so we could attack under any situation. But 

because of the mistakes that began in the warm-up and ended with the #912 car’s 

last pit stop, we missed out on first place. This is the third race in a row where we 

unfortunately haven’t been rewarded for our hard work. We’ll work harder over the 

next two weeks so that we can get back on the road to success again at Road 

America.”  

 

Patrick Pilet (Porsche 911 RSR #911): “The car was extremely fast over the whole 

weekend, but my mistake in the warm-up threw a spanner in the works. On this 

racetrack, where overtaking is particularly tricky, it’s difficult to compensate for a grid 

spot at the back of the field. Although I was faster at the beginning of the race I 

couldn’t make up any positions. When Nick got a clear run he managed to shorten 
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the gap, but at the end of the day it was simply too big. The team’s tactics and 

strategy were definitely spot-on. It’s important that we managed to collect valuable 

points towards the manufacturer’s classification with third place for the sister car.” 

 

Nick Tandy (Porsche 911 RSR #911): “Given that we had to start from the back of 

the pack after our off in the morning, we thought about a suitable strategy: We 

wanted to have a very fast car, particularly at the end of the race and we anticipated 

a safety car phase. Unfortunately we got caught up in traffic at the start and lost too 

much time. Still, we managed to make up three positions.”  

 

Laurens Vanthoor (Porsche 911 RSR #912): “You shouldn’t really complain about 

a podium placing, but we could have won today. We lost 14 seconds due to a pit stop 

error – which is basically the gap to position one. We had the pace to win, but 

unfortunately we only came third.” 

 

Earl Bamber (Porsche 911 RSR #912): “We had a fantastic car all day, a real 

winner. Unfortunately I made a mistake during my stint which cost us five seconds. 

On top of this came the unfortunate pit stop. We simply can’t make any more 

mistakes at the next race – then we’ll be at the front.” 

 
 
Race result 

GTLM class 

1. Hand/Müller (USA/D), Ford GT, 178 laps 

2. Magnussen/Garcia (DK/E), Chevrolet Corvette C7.R, 178 laps 

3. Vanthoor/Bamber (B/NZ), Porsche 911 RSR, 178 laps 

4. Gavin/Milner (GB/USA), Chevrolet Corvette C7.R, 178 laps 

5. Tandy/Pilet (GB/F), Porsche 911 RSR, 178 laps 

6. Briscoe/Westbrook (AUS/GB), Ford GT, 178 laps 
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7. Sims/De Phillippi (GB/USA), BMW M8 GTE, 176 laps 

8. Krohn/Edwards (FIN/USA), BMW M8 GTE, 129 laps 

 

GTD class 

1. Sellers/Snow (USA/USA), Lamborghini Huracan GT3, 172 laps 

2. Potter/Lally (USA/USA), Audi R8 LMS GT3, 172 laps 

3. MacNeil/Jeannette (USA/USA), Ferrari 488 GT3, 172 laps 

8. Long/Nielsen (USA/DK), Porsche 911 GT3 R, 171 laps 

 

All results are available on: http://results.imsa.com 

 

This is the IMSA SportsCar Championship 
The IMSA SportsCar Championship, a sports car race series contested in the USA 

and Canada, was run in 2014 for the first time. The series was formed from the mer-

ger of the American Le Mans Series and the Grand-Am Series. Sports prototypes 

and sports cars start in three different classes: GTLM (GT Le Mans), GTD (GT Day-

tona) and P (Prototype). The Porsche 911 RSR runs in the GTLM class, with the 

Porsche 911 GT3 R contesting the GTD class.  
 
 
Please note: Press releases, photos and videos are available to download on 
http://presse.porsche.de. The Twitter channel @PorscheRaces provides live updates with the latest 
information and photos from race tracks around the world. Porsche Communication provides more 
content with an innovative service for journalists, bloggers and online multipliers under 
www.newsroom.porsche.com.   
 
 

 

 

 


