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Preview, IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship, Round 5, Alton (USA) 

Porsche goes after overall victory in Virginia 

Stuttgart. At round five of the IMSA SportsCar Championship at the Virginia Interna-

tional Raceway, the Porsche GT Team will field two 911 RSR in the GTLM class. As 

the two faster prototype classes will not be contested on the 5.263-kilometre race-

track, the sports car manufacturer will fight for overall victory for the first time in this 

IMSA season. Last year, Porsche scored a one-two result on the tradition-steeped 

North American circuit. One customer squad joins the two ca. 515-hp factory-run 

RSR racers from Weissach on the grid for the race over two hours and 40 minutes: 

Wright Motorsports campaigns a Porsche 911 GT3 R in the GTD category. 

 

The race 

The Virginia International Raceway is located near the town of Alton in southern Vir-

ginia close to the border of the neighbouring state of North Carolina. The circuit, 

which was opened in 1957, can look back on an eventful history and has evolved 

from a straightforward circuit for road vehicles to a modern motorsport resort with 

hotels and leisure activities. In 1971, Porsche legends Hurley Haywood and Peter 

Gregg won the inaugural IMSA GT event there at the wheel of a Porsche 914/6 GT. 

Last year, works drivers Nick Tandy (Great Britain) and Patrick Pilet (France) took 

the flag as the overall winner in the 2017-generation Porsche 911 RSR ahead of their 

brand colleagues Earl Bamber (New Zealand) and Laurens Vanthoor (Belgium). 

 
The Porsche GT Team drivers 

Works drivers Earl Bamber and Laurens Vanthoor share driving duties in the No. 912 

Porsche 911 RSR. The reigning GTLM-class champions scored second place at the 
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first two rounds of the season in Daytona. At Sebring, the pair claimed the third podi-

um step after a spirited performance. After the spectacular rain race at Road Ameri-

ca, Bamber and Vanthoor retain second place in the drivers’ championship with 120 

points. Their team colleagues Nick Tandy and Frenchman Frédéric Makowiecki con-

cluded the 24-hour race at the end of January and the race over 2:40 hours in Day-

tona on 4 July in third place. With 113 points, they currently rank fifth in the drivers’ 

classification. In the manufacturer’s classification, Porsche sits third, nine points be-

hind the leader.  

 

The customer team  
At the first GT-only round of the year in the North American sports car series, the 

seasoned customer squad Wright Motorsports fields a 500+hp Porsche 911 GT3 R in 

the GTD category. The squad from the U.S. state of Ohio entrusts the cockpit of the 

No. 16 car to the American works driver Patrick Long and his compatriot Ryan Hard-

wick.  

 

Live streaming of the race 
Round five of the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship at the Virginia Inter-

national Raceway takes off on Saturday, 22 August, at 02:00 pm local time (8:00 pm 

CEST). The race over 2:40 hours can be viewed outside the USA and Canada on 

www.imsa.com.  

 
 
The schedule (local time, CEST: -6 hours) 
Friday, 21 August 

8.00 - 9:00 am – Free practice 1 

12.00 - 1:15 pm – Free practice 2 

5:35 - 5:50 pm – Qualifying GTD 

6:00 - 6:15 pm – Qualifying GTLM 

 

Saturday, 22 August 

2:00 - 4:40 pm – Race 
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The Porsche 911 RSR 

The Porsche 911 RSR (2019 model year) celebrated its debut in the IMSA SportsCar 

Championship at the 24 Hours of Daytona in January. Compared to its extremely 

successful predecessor model, the ca. 515-hp car received improvements, most no-

tably to areas such as drivability, efficiency, ergonomics and serviceability. About 95 

percent of all components are new. The 911 RSR is powered by a 4.2-litre, six-

cylinder boxer engine. 

 

This is the IMSA SportsCar Championship 
The IMSA SportsCar Championship was founded in the USA and Canada in 2013 

after the merger of the American Le Mans Series and the Grand-Am Series. A year 

later the new sports car race series, which is organised by the International Motor 

Sports Association (IMSA), was contested for the first time. Sports prototypes and 

sports cars start in four different classes: GTLM (GT Le Mans), GTD (GT Daytona), 

Dpi (Daytona Prototype international) and LMP2 (Le Mans Prototype 2). The new 

Porsche 911 RSR is fielded in the GTLM class, and the Porsche 911 GT3 R contests 

the GTD class. The Porsche GT Team tackles the 2020 season in North America as 

the title defenders in the manufacturers’, drivers’ and team classifications.  

 

Comments prior to the race 

Pascal Zurlinden (Director Factory Motorsport): “Over the past weeks we’ve 

managed to underline the potential of the Porsche 911 RSR at all times, but we were 

always hampered by incidents that prevented us from claiming the rewards. Now we 

want to put our bad luck behind us and build on last year’s strong performance here. 

The ingredients for big success are definitely there. In Virginia, the vehicles 

contesting the GTLM class are going for overall victory – ideal for a Porsche 

comeback.”  

 
Steffen Höllwarth (Head of Operations IMSA Championship): “After a short break 

with two race-free weekends, Virginia is next up on the IMSA calendar. In the past, 

this circuit has proved to be very good turf for Porsche. We have fond memories of 
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our one-two results last year. We’re optimistic that the track layout will also suit our 

latest-generation 911 RSR. We want to attack again in Virginia and reduce the gap to 

the top.” 

 

Frédéric Makowiecki (Porsche 911 RSR #911): “We have two difficult races behind 

us, where we didn’t score the results we were aiming for. In Virginia, we definitely 

want to finish on the podium. That’s one of the key factors in the fight for the title. 

We’re aiming to secure our first IMSA win of the season. I think we’ve earned it after 

the last few races.” 

 

Nick Tandy (Porsche 911 RSR #911): “The Virginia round is one of my favourites. 

Only GT cars are allowed, so we have the chance to go for overall victory. We’ve 

managed this feat twice so far, most recently last year. After two challenging races, 

we have to come back strong.”  

 

Earl Bamber (Porsche 911 RSR #912): “I’m looking forward to Virginia. Porsche 

has always been strong on this racetrack. Last year, we scored first and second 

place. Hopefully we’ll have luck on our side so that we can finally win races again.”   
 

Laurens Vanthoor (Porsche 911 RSR #912): “Now it’s time for us to fight back. If 

we want to win the championship then we can’t afford to make any mistakes from 

now on. We have to turn the tables – win and earn points.” 

 

 
Further information, film and photo material in the Porsche Newsroom: newsroom.porsche.com.  
The Twitter channel @PorscheRaces provides live updates from Porsche Motorsport with the latest 
information and photos from racetracks around the world. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


