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Nürburgring 24 Hours, Top 30 Qualifying 

Porsche locks out the first three grid spots at the Eifel classic 

Stuttgart. Porsche customer teams have secured a triple pole in the Top 30 

Qualifying for the 24-hour race at the Nürburgring. Laurens Vanthoor planted the 

Porsche 911 GT3 R on pole position with a stunning time of 8:09.105 minutes. 

Driving for the Manthey-Racing squad, the Belgian scored the pole-setting time in his 

second lap at the wheel of the #911 Porsche 911 GT3.  

 

Sven Müller (Falken Motorsports) drove an inspired lap with his #44 nine-eleven to 

occupy P2. Securing the third grid spot, Frikadelli Racing’s Norbert Siedler (#31) 

made the triple Top 30 Qualifying result perfect for Porsche. Frédéric Makowiecki 

from Manthey-Racing takes up the 24-hour race from sixth place in his #912 Porsche 

911 GT3 R. Thus, four of the top six race cars are from Porsche. 

 

With more than 200,000 spectators expected, the Nürburgring 24-hour race is one of 

the largest motorsport events in the world. At the Eifel classic, more than 500 drivers 

in 148 cars will take off into the race on Saturday at 15.30 hours. With 43 vehicles 

lining up, Porsche is the most strongly represented marque at the Nürburgring 24 

Hours.  

 
Qualifying quotes 
 
Dr Frank-Steffen Walliser (Vice President Motorsport and GT Cars): “It’s 

phenomenal to lock out the first three grid positions here at the Nürburgring. It was 

an extremely competitive qualifying with all cars clocking very close times. It 
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promises to be a very exciting race on Saturday. I’m very proud of our teams, we’ve 

reached an important milestone, but we now have to reproduce this performance in 

the race. We’re thrilled, but the real work starts now.” 

 
Laurens Vanthoor (Porsche 911 GT3 R #911), Manthey-Racing: “I made a small 

mistake in the first lap. After that everything came together well and I found my ideal 

racing line. It’s a crazy feeling to drive alone on the Nürburgring and to go flat-out.” 

 

Sven Müller (Porsche 911 GT3 R #44), Falken Motorsports: “I pushed harder in 

the first lap than I ever have in my life, so I simply couldn’t do better in my second 

lap. The car felt extremely good, it was huge fun. I’m totally happy with P2.” 

 

Norbert Siedler (Porsche 911 GT3 R #31), Frikadelli Racing Team: “My first lap 

was great and I never thought we could be that fast. I then returned to the pits 

because I knew it simply couldn’t be faster.  

 

Frédéric Makowiecki (Porsche 911 GT3 R #912), Manthey-Racing: “On the whole 

the qualifying was good, and I could push really hard on the second lap. I’m very 

optimistic for the race. We have the pace to bring home a major victory from the 

Nürburgring.” 

 
Michael Christensen (Porsche 911 GT3 R #17), KÜS Team75 Bernhard: “I made 

a couple of minor mistakes but all in all I’m satisfied. Over such a long lap you have 

to do everything perfectly. The car ran well, but I noticed that I couldn’t improve in the 

second lap because of deteriorating tyres.” 

 
Dennis Olsen (Porsche 911 GT3 R #12), Manthey-Racing: “It was a great honour 

for me to take part in the Top 30 Qualifying Nürburgring for Porsche. I tried 

everything but I wasn’t quite as fast as I’d hoped to be. I’ve learned a lot today and I 

really want to do well in the race on Saturday. 

 



Press Release May 11, 2018 
   

Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche Aktiengesellschaft 3 of 3 Public Relations and Press  
Porscheplatz 1  Motorsport 
70435 Stuttgart  Oliver Hilger 
  Tel  +49 (0) 7 11 9 11 – 2 65 09   
  e-mail  oliver.hilger@porsche.de 

The schedule: 

Saturday, 12 May 

09:10 – 10:10 hrs: Warm-up 

15:30 hrs: Start Nürburgring 24 Hours 

 

 
Please note: Press releases and photos are available to download on http://presse.porsche.de. The 

Twitter channel @PorscheRaces provides live updates with the latest information and photos from 

race tracks around the world. Porsche Communication provides more content with an innovative ser-

vice for journalists, bloggers and online multipliers under www.newsroom.porsche.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


